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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director /q • 

P y irector (Science and Technology) 

SUBJECT . n . r , 

• Role of the Director, NRO 


25X1 


one of the basic difficulties in^he^tireNRO 068 t0 ^ DC1, that P erh * P s 
of the D. rector, NRO. o„ the one ha j N ^° situation is the dual role 
as Director „ f the *■> W “ h ™P*rtiality 

. charged w,th responsibility for the affairs of ^ ™ the 0ther he 

Undersecretary of the Air Force Bott *„h ‘ USAF in his r °l* as 

f»ey are often in diametric opposition,' ^ 

between 2 */^ * '«*•**« 

Deputy Director, NRO. I n thil ins t! 1 S6arch) and the function of the 
ter of divided lQyalties as it was • « V so much a mtt . 

between two full-time jobs. The solutaon oT dec "sion-making time 
with no role to play i„ a command , Mse in g * DDNRO 

Technology, appears to go a good distance \ ^otorate for Science and 

.mpart.al.ty than could have been achieved ° f 

Departm 3 ;nt^?D“ t ^”: F ^ e s d e < !di s th. appointment, within the 

DMntT Uld M 1S ° fUnCti °" as Director, NRO 'jm/ ° f Defenae <»' Intelligence 
point for all matters bearing on inJm ' Th Person would be the focal 

coordination. As dissemination and 

ogram, he could also be concerned with atlon al Reconnaissance 
now not under the NRO/NRP. As a practical 11 mI« PeJ i! Pherai reconna ^ a nce, 
the Executive Agent for the United sLteTr,^ he WOuld also become 
thus place him functionally a good detl c li! + lgS ? Ce B ° ard ’ w bich would 
than the present DNRO can be witht . f the DCI as USI B Chairman 
interest in advancing the cause of ^ ^ V1 res P° ms ibilities and parochial 

Would Offer prospect 5 for™ 1 ***«. su^h “ £ 

most : f 'If P f than “ tdd ^ case, w.th ST” “ ^ a » d Planning 

most of the funds and all the strategic in C ° ntro1 ° f 

S oe ci sion -making positions. 
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4. I believe that the DCI may be thinking along these lines in 
connection with changes in the composition and responsibilities of the 
USIB. Perhaps the present confrontation with NRO principals offers 
you an opportunity to discuss this with the DCI if you feel the suggestion 
has any merit. I have purposely not alluded to the ancillary benefits I 
think the creation of such a position would offer, with regard to areas 
of functional conflict between CIA and DIA, for example, but that also 
might be considered, since DIA would be directly responsive to an Assis- 
tant Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, were the position created. 

Obviously, it would take a statesmanlike appointment to make this idea 
workable. 
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OSA/DAD: JACUNNINGHAM, JR 
Distribution: 

Copies 1 & 2 - Addressee 

3 - DDCI 

4 - AD/OSA 

5 - DAD/OSA 

6 - SS/OSA 

7 - D/TECH/OSA 

8 - D/FA/ OSA 


9 - SA/DCj 
10 - RB/OSA 


[£amEs A. Cunningham; rjiq 

Deputy Assistant Direfcto :j OS. 
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